
 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

SHIRLEY IS A CAPTIVATING CLOSING TO THE SEASON 
Shirley Valentine, September 21 – October 14, Springer Theatre 

 
Gananoque, ON, September 19, 2018 – The Thousand Islands Playhouse is closing its 2018 season with a comedy 
about a woman finding herself.  
 
In Shirley Valentine, a put-upon Liverpool housewife rediscovers her zest for life on a spontaneous holiday in 
Greece. Wondering what has happened to her youth and feeling stagnant and in a rut, Shirley finds herself 
regularly alone and talking to the wall even while in the company of her emotionally distant husband. When her 
best friend offers to pay for a trip for two to Greece, she leaves her husband behind and heads for a fortnight of 
rest and relaxation.  
 
“Shirley is in many regards an Everywoman of her time: a daughter, wife and mother who sublimated many of her 
own dreams in service of everyone else in her life,” says director Andrew Kushnir. “Where Shirley proves 
exceptional is that she’s a whistleblower – on the world that has limited her, and the ways she has limited herself. 
She dares…to see if there’s more to life than what we typically settle for.”  
 
The play premiered in Liverpool in 1986 and opened in London’s West End two years later. It won the Laurence 
Olivier Awards for Best New Comedy and Best Actress. The success of the show brought it to Broadway in 1989 
where it received a Tony Award for Best Actress and a nomination for Best Play. The script was adapted by 
playwright Willy Russell for the 1989 film, which won the BAFTA Award for Best Actress, and received two 
Academy Award nominations and three Golden Globe Award nominations. Shirley Valentine has been produced all 
over the world and recently celebrated its 30th anniversary with a UK national tour.  
 
“Winningly captivating.” – The Independent  
“At the end I looked at my mum and she had tears in her eyes. Every mum of a certain age in that audience 
thought it had been written about her.” – The Guardian 
 
Shirley Valentine by Willy Russell   
 
CAST 
Deborah Drakeford  Shirley 
 
CREATIVE TEAM 
Director    Andrew Kushnir 
Set & Costume Designer Jung-Hye Kim 
Lighting Designer  Rebecca Picherack 

Sound Designer  Debashis Sinha 
Stage Manager  Rebecca Eamon Campbelll 
Apprentice Stage Manager Alysse Szatkowski

 
Performance Schedule 
Tuesday through Thursday at 7:30pm 
Friday & Saturday at 8pm  

Wednesday, Saturday, Sunday at 2pm  
Preview: September 21 
Opening: September 22 

 
Running Time: 2 hours (includes intermission) 
Tickets: $19 - $35 (Discounts available for seniors and youth) 
Box Office: 613-382-7020 or www.1000islandsplayhouse.com 
Beyond the Stage  
Dock Talks (Pre-Show Q&A): Wednesday, September 26 at 1pm   
Cinq à Sept: Thursday, September 27 from 5pm – 7pm   
 

Media Contact: Emily McMahon, Marketing Manager – emily@1000islandsplayhouse.com / 613-382-7086 ext. 23 
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