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PLAYHOUSE MARKS GORD BROWN’S LEGACY 
Company commits funds in former MP’s name to local Canoe Club 

 
Gananoque, ON, July 3, 2018 – The Thousand Islands Playhouse announced on Canada Day that it will be 
committing $1 from each ticket sold to the upcoming world premiere production of The Canadian towards a 
bursary in MP Gord Brown's name at the Gananoque Canoe Club. The Canoe Club, former tenants at the 
Playhouse’s dockside theatre, was a cause near and dear to the former MP who had been a champion kayaker 
with the club in the 1970s.  
 
“Like so many other local organizations, Gord was a great friend to the Playhouse,” said TIP Managing Artistic 
Director Brett Christopher, “I felt that it was imperative that we find some way to celebrate his legacy and to 
follow in his footsteps of giving back to the community.” 
 
MP Brown was a driving force behind TIP’s stage rebuild that happened prior to the current theatre season. In 
February 2018, the company was informed that, after 18 years, the stage would no longer support the 
productions. Brown suggested approaching Tom Russell and the 1000 Islands Community Development 
Corporation (TICDC) to see if funding could be unlocked to save the stage.   
 
“Gord made many of the investments in the 1000 Islands region possible by virtue of the work he did to bring 
Eastern Ontario development programming to the area,” said Russell. “It’s from that pot of money that we’ve 
been able to invest in the Thousand Islands Playhouse and so many other wonderful initiatives throughout the 
area.” In late March, TICDC came through with $10,000 for TIP. That, along with community support from 
Stephen Anderson (Andrecon Inc.) and Ken O’Connor (Gananoque Home Hardware) in the form of labour and 
lumber meant that the stage would be built in time for the season.  
 
Brown suddenly passed away in early May before the stage rebuild was completed. To honour his love of 
hockey and Gananoque, a centennial silver dollar was embedded into the stage at “centre ice” by his brother 
Jeff Brown. “Our parents collected silver dollars for us back in the sixties, and I couldn’t think of a more fitting 
place to put one in Gord’s memory,” said Brown.  
 
The announcement that TIP would be contributing to a bursary for the Canoe Club was announced at the 
annual A Moonlit Night fundraiser on Thursday night. The Canadian, a new play inspired by the 1000 Islands 
region, runs from July 28 – August 18.  
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