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INDIGENOUS COMEDY COMBINES HEARTACHE AND HILARITY 
ONLY DRUNKS AND CHILDREN TELL THE TRUTH, AUGUST 11 - 26, FIREHALL THEATRE 

  
GANANOQUE, ON – The Thousand Islands Playhouse is presenting a heartfelt comedy about an Indigenous 
woman struggling to reconnect with her culture. 
 
The story centres on Janice, an Indigenous woman adopted by a 
white family, who works as a lawyer in Toronto. She is asked by 
her birth sister to return to the reserve for their mother’s 
funeral. Afraid of opening old wounds, Janice must find a place 
where the culture of her past can feed the truth of her present. 
She struggles to connect her two lives in this hilarious story 
about coming home. 
 
“In one sense, Only Drunks and Children Tell the Truth is about 
the psychological consequences of the ‘scoop up’ or the taking 
of native children for adoption in white society. But behind the 
generalized clash of cultures – revealed in an appealing blend of 
comedy and drama – there is a specific story of two sisters 
finding a way to each other through great turmoil,” says 
playwright Drew Hayden Taylor.  
 
The piece is a co-production with Western Canada Theatre, and played to audiences in Kamloops, BC in the 
spring. Director Lisa C. Ravensbergen revisits the piece with a cast of actors making their TIP debut; Taran 
Kootenhayoo, Aren Okemaysim, Joelle Peters, and Roseanne Supernault.  
 
“This piece tells a beautiful story of love, family, and reconciliation – and it also happens to be wickedly 
funny,” says Artistic Director Ashlie Corcoran. “I am thrilled that TIP is presenting a play by Drew Hayden 
Taylor, one of Canada’s finest playwrights.”  
 
The production features set design from Jung-Hye Kim, costume design by Vanessa Imeson, lighting design by 
Rebecca Picherack, sound design by Doug Perry, fight direction by Melissa Thomas, stage management by 
Christine Leroux with associate director Heather Cant and apprentice stage manager Meghan Froebelius.  
 
Running Time: 2 hours (including intermission)  
Pricing: $20 - $35 (Discounts available for seniors and youth)  
 
How to Buy: Call the Box Office at 613-382-7020 or book online at www.1000islandsplayhouse.com 
 

 
Media Contact: Emily McMahon, Marketing Manager - emily@1000islandsplayhouse.com  / 613-382-7086 ext. 23 


