
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

THOUSAND ISLANDS PLAYHOUSE INTRODUCES  
NEW ASSOCIATE ARTISTIC DIRECTOR 

 
Gananoque, ON, June 12, 2018 – The Thousand Islands Playhouse is excited to introduce Jesse Stong as the 
company’s new Associate Artistic Director.  
 
Jesse is a graduate of playwriting from the National Theatre School of Canada and received his Masters in Art 
Education from Concordia University. He was recently associate curator for the National Arts Centre's 
Disability Summit, and in 2016 received the Michaëlle Jean Foundation Award for his innovative 
writing/puppetry workshops for schools and youth groups. He is proudly the director of Playwrights' 
Workshop Montreal's Young Creators Unit, where he has supported over 70 emerging artists over the last 
three years.  
 
“I'm really thrilled to have someone of his experience and 
thoughtfulness in this role,” says Managing Artistic Director 
Brett Christopher, “and I look forward to seeing all the ways that 
he can build the Playhouse's relationship to younger theatre 
makers in the region.” 
 
In 2014, Jesse won best of Montreal Fringe for his love 
story Sense Gentle, which was also part of Factory Theatre’s 2013 
new works festival. His collective won the award again in 2016 
for the feminist piece Miranda and Dave Begin Again. His play for 
young audiences Vcards was part of Centaur Theatre’s Wildside 
Festival in 2014, and he has had two record-breaking school tours 
of his work for young audiences through Geordie Productions. 
His piece Breathe For Me had a successful run in Toronto’s 2013 
Summerworks Festival. His solo creation/performance Tarot Live! 
was a Toronto Fringe hit in 2016, and has been remounted this 
year at Montreal Fringe. He also directed/dramaturged My 
Playwright Sister in 2014, which went on to a sold-out production 
at the 2015 Pivot Festival in Whitehorse.  
 
“I am so excited for the opportunity to support this beautiful theatre,” says Stong. “I have many family 
members living in Kingston and on Wolfe Island and I cannot wait to contribute to the local culture and 
deepen my relationship with the surrounding communities." 
 
The Associate Artistic Director has a key role in new play development and takes on a leadership role in 
education and engagement initiatives with the company.  
 

Media Contact: Emily McMahon, Marketing Manager – emily@1000islandsplayhouse.com / 613-382-7086 ext. 23 
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