
Acclaimed play from Theatre Newfoundland Labrador closes Playhouse 2012 season 

 
Gananoque, ON   Theatre Newfoundland Labrador will bring its internationally 
acclaimed Tempting Providence, a real-life story set in Newfoundland, to close the 
Thousand Islands Playhouse 2012 season in a limited run from October 10 to 27.   
 
The acclaimed, highly creative, and true story takes us to “The Rock” in the early 
1900’s, where Myra, a determined young nurse from London, England has come to 
serve an isolated outport community.  The locals bet she’ll never last, but in the end 
Myra Bennett becomes more than “just” a nurse – she turns into the midwife, dentist, 
bonesetter, and principal health purveyor.  She marries a local man, Angus Bennett, 
bears three children, fosters four more, and lives to the respectable age of 100.   
 
Deidre Gillard-Rowlings plays the plucky but vulnerable legend, joined onstage by 
three other actors from Newfoundland/Labrador.  Darryl Hopkins plays her strong- 
minded husband and Robert Wyatt Thorne and Willow Kean play everything from 
the colourful townspeople to the grateful patients she teaches, befriends, and saves.  
Tempting Providence is entering its 10th year of international touring and Gillard-
Rowlings recently celebrated having performed the role of powerhouse Nurse Bennett 
500 times. 
 
Tempting Providence is written by Robert Chafe, a St. John’s-based playwright whose 
work has been seen across Canada, the UK, Australia, and in the US. It is directed by 
Artistic Fraud of Newfoundland’s Artistic Director Jillian Keiley, who was recently 
named Artistic Director of English Theatre at the National Arts Centre.  Barry Buckle 
is  costume designer, Walter Snow lighting designer, and Karen Griffin stage 
manager. 
   
Showtimes: Preview, October 10 and Opening Thursday, Oct. 11 at 8 p.m.   Tues-Sat 
8p.m. with matinees Sundays, Weds. and Sat. at 2:30 after opening night.   Reservations online 
anytime, or through the Box Office at 613 382-7020 (open from 11 a.m. daily)  More 
information:   www.1000islandsplayhouse.com.    PRICES  $27,  $30 (65+) and $32  
(exchanges free).  Students and previews: $16.   Groups $22-24. 
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