
 
 

 
     

The legend lives on…   Acclaimed Musical Look at Amelia Earhart Comes to the Firehall Theatre 

 
“A lingering sunset…I cruise at 12,000 feet as the moon rises over a low bank of cloud. Flames from 
the exhaust manifold… should I turn back?  I decide to chance it.  If I run out of fuel, or explode, or 

drown, I don’t care. .. For the first time in my life I have exactly what I want…” 
   

Gananoque, Ontario     What happened to Amelia Earhart? 75 years after her disappearance, American 
aviation pioneer Amelia Earhart is in the news once again. Not only has new evidence been found 
attesting to Amelia’s brief survival as a castaway, but Amelia the Girl Who Wants to Fly, an acclaimed 
musical by John Gray (author of Billy Bishop Goes to War) is winging its way to the Thousand Islands 
Playhouse Firehall Theatre in Gananoque to tell another part of the story, beginning June 28. 

Presented in association with Festival Players of Prince Edward Country, Amelia the Girl Who Wants to 
Fly, stars acclaimed musical theatre actor Eliza-Jane Scott as Amelia, a woman who was far ahead of 
her time in every way.   The narration of the play bounces between Amelia’s dreams, the concerns of her 
cautious sister Midge (Karen Randoja) and the highly focused ambitions  of “G.P .” (Steven Gallagher)  
the publishing company heir and groundbreaking publicist who became Amelia’s husband and worked 
with her to shape every inch of an unforgettable career.  

Far from being G.P’s victim  Amelia  and G.P. had an extremely modern marriage- and collaborated 
closely on creating a mystique that would capture the public’s imagination, and enable her to follow her 
dreams. In the end, Amelia was as famous for her writing, product endorsements, clothing line, and live 
radio broadcasts as she was for the flight records she set. Her final attempt to navigate the globe failed in 
the last leg of the journey ---but due to their massive publicity, people continued to “sight” her for years. 

Amelia, the Girl Who Wants to Fly came about after Festival Players’ Artistic Director, Sarah Phillips, 
contacted John Gray to encourage him to revisit the work that has since been performed to great acclaim 
in Prince Edward County and at Great Canadian Theatre Company in Ottawa. The captivating musical 
features direction by Sarah Phillips, with original musical direction  by Michael Barber and piano by 
Cameron Moncur, Set and costume design is by Jennifer Teimstra and Lighting Design by Raha 
Javanfar. The play is suitable for ages 8 and up. It runs from June 28 to July 28 at the Firehall Theatre. 

Showtimes:  ½ price preview, June 28  8 p.m.  Opening night, Friday, June 29. 8 p.m. Regular times 
(from June 30):Tues- Sunday 8 p.m. with 2:30 matinees Fridays and Saturdays Tickets:  $32 regular 

price, $30 65-plus, $16 students.  Groups: $22 – 24 ($11.50 for student groups of 20 or more)       
Tickets: www.1000islandsplayhouse.com  613 382-7020 1-866-382-7020 
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