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FOR THE LOVE OF THEATRE 
Special Birthday Affair Celebrates the Past and Future of Thousand Islands Playhouse 

 
Gananoque, On   The Thousand Islands Playhouse celebrated its 30th birthday on Sunday, June 24th with 
the announcement of the launch of the most ambitious capital campaign in the company’s history. The 
campaign, FOR THE LOVE OF THEATRE, a ten-year, $10-million campaign, is being rolled out in three 
phases, and has already raised $650,000. 
 
In the celebratory spirit, Co-chairs of Phase 1, Les Herr and Susan Nicholson announced the FOR THE 
LOVE OF THEATRE campaign, which quietly began in the fall of 2011 and already celebrates significant 
contributions from the Britton Smith Foundation, Empire Life, the Davies Charitable Foundation, Blu and 
Douglas Mackintosh,  and the 2011 and 2012 Annual Golf Tournaments organized by Lucie and Joe Pal, 
Jane and Dave Seal, and Doug Wark. 
 
Les Herr noted, “The Thousand Islands Playhouse is a theatre company that has grown enormously in 
importance over the past thirty years.  I believe strongly in what a thriving company can do for a 
community, on so many levels.  The Playhouse is positioned to become a national destination now, and 
this campaign will provide the resources it needs to do so.” 
 
 The campaign launch, which took place in the Springer Theatre, attracted more than 100 longtime 
Playhouse supporters, who joined founding Artistic Director Greg Wanless to toast the shared love of 
theatre and the vision of taking the theatre “to the next stage”. The Thousand Islands Playhouse has 
grown from audiences of  5,945 and a one-venue operation,  in 1982 to 50,000 audience members per 
year enjoying performances in two venues,  and a very popular touring Young Company. 
 
The For the Love of Theatre Campaign has been launched to 
 

 Help to develop more new Canadian plays and musicals  

 Produce these works with the best actors, directors and designers available  

 Upgrade behind- the -scenes essentials such as rehearsal space and production facilities and 
provide resources to guarantee maximum overall quality  

 Give theatre artists more time to develop and refine their work       
 
At the end of the evening, Wanless introduced Ashlie Corcoran, the Artistic Director designate who will 
take over from Wanless at the end of the 2012 season. Wanless emphasized the importance of this 
Campaign to the Playhouse’s future success  by remarking, “Although we have completed successful 
major capital campaigns in the past ,this endeavour is significant in that it will provide the resources to 
position the Playhouse for long-term artistic growth and development under its new Artistic Director. “  
 
For more information on the Thousand Islands Playhouse, visit www.1000islandsplayhouse.com 
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