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THOUSAND ISLANDS PLAYHOUSE 
ANNOUNCES 2016 SEASON 

 
GANANOQUE, ON – On Monday, September 21, Ashlie Corcoran, Artistic Director of the Thousand Islands Playhouse, 
unveiled the company’s 2016 season – her fourth season as Artistic Director. 
  
The 2016 season opens in the Springer Theatre with A Closer Walk With Patsy Cline by Dean Regan from May 20 – June 11. 
Returning to the Playhouse to play country music’s greatest lady is Alison MacDonald (The Pirates of Penzance, She Loves 
Me). The second production of the 2016 season is Noël Coward’s supernatural comedy, Blithe Spirit, playing from June 17 
– July 16. We continue to strengthen our relationship out West by co-producing both A Closer Walk With Patsy Cline and 
Blithe Spirit with Western Canada Theatre in Kamloops, BC.  
 
The Thousand Islands Playhouse’s second venue, the Firehall Theatre, opens with Bruce Horak’s one-man show, 
Assassinating Thomson, from July 5 – July 17.  Next in the Firehall is another one-man show, Beneath Springhill: The 
Maurice Ruddick Story, created and performed by Beau Dixon. Beneath Springhill will run from July 19 – July 31.  
 
Audiences will be enchanted by our large-scale musical, Into the Woods, in the Springer Theatre from July 22 – August 
13. With music and lyrics by Stephen Sondheim and book by James Lapine, Into the Woods is a musical that puts a twist 
on popular fairytales. 
 
In A Blue Moon, a heartwarming new play by Lucia Frangione, is produced in association with Western Canada Theatre 
and Arts Club Theatre Company in Vancouver.  In A Blue Moon will be a rolling world premiere that will make its debut in 
the Firehall Theatre from August 12 – August 28. 
 
A Grand Time in the Rapids hits the Springer stage from August 19 – September 17. This fast-paced farce written by 
Canadian Playwright Stewart Lemoine will tickle the funny bone and have audiences rolling in the aisles with laughter!   
 
Closing our Firehall season is Das Ding (The Thing) by German playwright Philipp Löhle, with English translation by Birgit 
Schreyer Duarte.  Das Ding (The Thing) is a sharp-witted social comedy that is produced in association with Theatre 
Smash and Canadian Stage, and will run from September 9 – September 25. 
 
The 2016 Season closes with the tour de force world premiere of You Are Here, A New Musical from September 23 – 
October 16 in the Springer Theatre.  This one-woman musical features music and lyrics by Neil Bartram and book by 
Brian Hill, and is produced in association with Acting Up Stage Company in Toronto. 
 
The Thousand Islands Playhouse Young Company will be touring Violet’s the Pilot throughout Eastern Ontario from 
April 25 – July 3. Following the success of 2015’s Rose’s Clothes, this season’s   
Young Company show will once again be an interactive story written by playwright Jason Hall. 
 
This season, we will continue to build on educational initiatives and outreach by providing dedicated student matinees 
to A Closer Walk With Patsy Cline, A Grand Time in the Rapids, Das Ding (The Thing), and You Are Here, A New Musical. 
 
For more information on our 2016 Season, please visit www.1000islandsplayhouse.com. Season subscriptions are on 
sale now at the Box Office. Call 613-382-7020 or visit 185 South Street, Gananoque, Ontario. 
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WHY I CHOSE THESE PLAYS FOR 2016 – from Ashlie Corcoran 
  
A CLOSER WALK WITH PATSY CLINE (May 20 – June 11): I have always been a big fan of Patsy Cline’s music 
and I am thrilled that the masterful Daryl Cloran (Boeing Boeing, The Importance of Being Earnest, Closer Than 
Ever) will be directing this play and bringing great tunes, a great band, and country music’s greatest lady to 
our audiences. 
 
BLITHE SPIRIT (June 17 – July 16): Blithe Spirit is one of Noel Coward’s finest works. He is famous for his 
cutting dialogue, and Blithe Spirit doesn’t disappoint. What makes this play my favourite Coward play is the 
element of the supernatural. It takes aim at both society’s interest and mockery of the world of the occult. 
This play transcends satire – managing to become funny, spooky, and silly itself. I am also excited for all the 
design and stage magic possibilities with this show! 
 
ASSASSINATING THOMSON (July 5 – July 17):  I am especially drawn to this piece because of its form – 
unlike our other one-person shows, where an actor plays a multitude of parts, this piece is more of a 
conversation between Bruce Horak and the audience. In the show, Bruce paints a portrait of the audience 
every night as he tells the story of Tom Thomson’s unsolved murder.  At the end of the show, this painting is 
sold to the audience.   
 
BENEATH SPRINGHILL: THE MAURICE RUDDICK STORY (JULY 19 – JULY 31): I think our audiences will 
delight in the virtuosic performance Beau Dixon gives in this piece, but I think they will be equally 
interested in the Canadian historical narrative that he weaves in this award-winning solo show. I am 
particularly excited that the story explores the perspective of a bi-racial Canadian, and proud to increase 
the diversity and breadth of the stories that are on our stages.  
 
INTO THE WOODS (July 22 – August 13): Into the Woods is Stephen Sondheim’s most popular work, and it 
happens to be one of my favourite musicals. What is so great about this piece in particular, is that it is full 
of familiar stories and unfamiliar surprises; it is a celebration of family, of purpose, and of overcoming 
obstacles in a community. Beautiful and thoughtful, I know this piece will enchant and delight our 
audiences. 
 
IN A BLUE MOON (August 12 – August 28): This new play tells a beautiful story of love and family.  Poignant 
and touching, heartfelt and hilarious, In A Blue Moon is a perfect fit for our Firehall Theatre. Being a rolling 
world premiere with Kamloops and Vancouver, it gives us a chance to develop and share a new Canadian 
work on our stages.   
 
A GRAND TIME IN THE RAPIDS (August 19 – September 17): Our audiences love a classic door-slamming, 
drink-throwing, towel-wearing farce, and this is a perfect example of such a piece. I love to program 
Canadian work when I can as I think it is important for us to support the work of Canadian artists.  It’s 
exciting to find a fast-paced farce that fits the bill!   
 
DAS DING (The Thing) (September 9 – September 25): After the success of 2014’s The Ugly One, I am thrilled 
to once again share the work of Theatre Smash with Playhouse audiences.  This production will be the North 
American premiere of the play, and will be an opportunity for our audiences to experience work that is 
making waves internationally. I am so excited to be programming this show as a third autumn slot in the 
Firehall Theatre.   
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YOU ARE HERE (September 23 – October 16): This project marks an exciting opportunity for the Playhouse 
to collaborate with Canada’s most exciting musical theatre company to develop and produce a brand new 
work by two incredible Canadian writers.  I believe that this piece will resonate strongly with our audiences; 
it harkens back to an important time in history, to an important event, and shares that story through the 
eyes of a compelling character.   
 
VIOLET’S THE PILOT (April 25 – July 3): For me, the main purpose of our Young Company’s touring show is 
to introduce theatre as a unique art form to our young audiences. I want young audiences to discover how 
their own participation – through imagination and engagement – creates a joy that can only really be found 
in live performance. I am thrilled that we will present a play that celebrates creativity and play, highlights a 
strong female protagonist, and engages with some big ideas.  

 
 

#  #  # 
 
For more information or to schedule an interview, please contact Isabelle Ly, Interim Marketing Manager at 
isabelle@1000islandsplayhouse.com or 613-382-7086 ext. 23. 
  


