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RBC SUPPORTS LOCAL YOUNG ACTORS 
PLAYHOUSE YOUNG COMPANY RECEIVES RBC FOUNDATION EMERGING ARTIST 

PROJECT GRANT 
  
GANANOQUE, ON – On Thursday June 11th, four young theatre artists gathered on stage in front of a packed 
theatre audience before the performance of CLOSER THAN EVER to accept the $7500 RBC Foundation Emerging 
Artist Project Grant. These artists (Simon Gagnon, Madison Hayes-Crook, Erica Hill and Michaela Steven) are 

known by children across Eastern Ontario as the Thousand Islands Playhouse Young Company. 
 
Each year the Thousand Islands Playhouse hires promising emerging theatre artists to comprise the Young 
Company, which is supported by the Town of Gananoque, the Gurney Family and RBC Foundation. The troupe 
rehearses and performs a children’s show which tours out to schools throughout Eastern Ontario. This year, the 
Young Company had a hugely successful run of ROSE’S CLOTHES by Jason hall. The show brought live theatre, 
song and dance to over 50 schools, libraries, special events, as well as to the local parks in Gananoque. 
 
Thanks to the generous donation from RBC Foundation, the Thousand Islands Playhouse was also able to implement 
a rigorous training program for the Young Company. Along with the experience of performing in schools, the up-and-
coming artists also got a chance to train and hone specific skills in a variety of theatrical disciplines. Classes included: 
improvisation, movement, acting, script analysis, playwriting, Viewpoints technique, cold reading, and vocal masque 
as well as one-on-one mentorships with professional theatre artists. The classes, taught by top-notch industry 
professionals, culminated with a Showcase Night which presented the many talents and original work of the four. 
 
Young Company member Simon Ganon says, "The Thousand Islands Playhouse Young Company is an experience 
unlike any other. Day after day I am in disbelief that I am lucky enough to have this as my actual job. The professional 
training and mentorship that the Playhouse provides are in a sense, surreal. Having professionals in any area that we 
wish to learn from, come to us and offer us their thoughts and wisdom is unbelievable. I can't even begin to put it into 
words how beneficial it is for young, aspiring artists like myself to be able to watch and learn the tricks of the craft 
from esteemed professionals. I can't think of any other opportunity that would prepare a young artist for a career in 
theatre quite like the Young Company does. It really is a unique and incredible experience." Young Company Director 

Rob Kempson adds, “This year's Young Company is made up of four incredibly talented, and unbelievably 

passionate, young artists. They have a dedication to their work that is inspiring, and they have already grown so 
much through this program. I look forward to seeing them flourish in the arts community in the years to come." 
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Since 1982, the Thousand Islands Playhouse has been producing live, professional theatre with talent drawn from 
across Canada. With two fully accessible venues housed in historic buildings and a panoramic waterfront view of the 
St. Lawrence River, the Playhouse has been named, “The most charming theatre in Canada.” (CBC Radio) 
 
For more information or to schedule an interview, please contact Debbie Bennett, Marketing Manager at 
debbie@1000islandsplayhouse.com or 613-382-7086 ext. 23 
.  


