
 
 

Thousand Islands Foundation For the Performing Arts 
Artistic Director: Ashlie Corcoran  |  General Manager: Richard Van Dusen 

Box 241, Gananoque, ON. K7G 2T8  |  www.1000islandsplayhouse.com 
(P) 613-382-7086 | (F) 613-382-7088 | (Box Office)1-866-382-7020, 613-382-7020 

MEDIA RELEASE #047 

Media Contact: Debbie Bennett 

613-382-7086 ext 23 

 

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

 

September 23, 2014 

THOUSAND ISLANDS PLAYHOUSE 
ANNOUNCES 2015 SEASON 

 
GANANOQUE, ON – On Tuesday, September 23, 2014, Ashlie Corcoran, Artistic Director of the 
Thousand Islands Playhouse unveiled the company’s 2015 season – her third as Artistic Director. 
 
The 2015 season opens at the Springer Theatre with Closer Than Ever from May 15 – June 13.  Told 
entirely through song, this musical revue is like a ‘how-to’ manual for the middle-aged. Conceived 
by Steven Scott Smith with lyrics by Richard Maltby Jr. and music by David Shire, this is the fourth 
co–production with Western Canada Theatre in Kamloops, B.C. The second production in the 2015 
season will have all hands on deck in Gilbert and Sullivan’s The Pirates of Penzance (June 19 – July 
18).  Audiences will witness the silly and romantic adventures of a pirate apprentice who hopes to 
leave his buccaneer days behind him, but due to some unfortunate miscommunications, learns 
his apprenticeship is incomplete. 
 
The Thousand Islands Playhouse’s second venue, the Firehall Theatre, opens with Rebecca 
Northan’s Blind Date from July 1 – July 26. This daring show invites a willing audience member 
onto the stage each night for a witty, sexy and completely improvised date with Mimi – every night 
is a different show! 
 
The scrumptious sequel to our 2013 production of Boeing Boeing, Marc Camoletti’s Don’t Dress for 
Dinner (Produced in Association with Western Canada Theatre) will have audiences rolling in the 
aisles from July 24 – August 22 at the Springer Theatre. In this saucy comedy, Robert and Bernard 
are it again. This time, Bernard’s wife is out of town and he’s planned the perfect weekend with his 
mistress – or so he thinks!  
 
A brand new play by Mark Crawford, Bed and Breakfast will make its world premiere from August 14 
– September 13 in the Firehall Theatre. This play has been developed in the Thousand Islands 
Playhouse Playwrights’ Unit and features two actors playing dozens of characters. It’s a heartfelt 
comedy about escaping the big city, “being out” in small-town Ontario, and finding a place to call 
home. 
 
From August 28 – September 19, audiences will enjoy Mitch Albom’s Tuesdays With Morrie. This 
well-known story invites audiences to witness the power of friendship and the necessity of 
mentors. When Mitch learns his past teacher is battling ALS, the two reconnect for one more 
lesson. The 2015 season closes with Dear Johnny Deere from September 25 – October 18 in the 
Springer Theatre. Audiences will be stompin’ and rockin’ to the tunes of Canadian country music 
legend Fred Eaglesmith while Johnny tries to keep his farm and his wife. 
 
In 2013, the first annual Playwright’s Unit was created, designed to foster the talent of  emerging 
and established artists. Each year, five playwrights participate in a year-long residency to grow 
their works into fully developed plays which then cumulate into a week-long Play Reading Series. 
This year, we’re proud that one of these plays will have its world premiere on our Firehall Theatre 
stage! 

The Playhouse has plans to strengthen these important educational initiatives throughout the 
2014 season and has added dedicated student matinees to three of the productions this year – 
Closer Than Ever, Tuesdays with Morrie and Dear Johnny Deere. 
 
For more information visit www.1000islandsplayhouse.com. Season subscriptions are on sale now 
at the Box Office. Call 613-382-7020 or visit 185 South Street, Gananoque, Ontario. 
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WHY I CHOSE THESE PLAYS FOR 2015 – from Ashlie Corcoran 
  
CLOSER THAN EVER (May 15 – June 13): It was really important to me to find a captivating 
musical to open our 2015 season. So, I was thrilled when Daryl Cloran (from our partners at 
Western Canada Theatre) suggested I take a look at this script – the songs are funny, charming 
and incredibly smart. 
 
THE PIRATES OF PENZANCE (June 19 – July 18): I have been talking about producing this play 
since I first got here. With our waterfront location, Gananoque’s Pirate Days celebrations, our 
audience’s love for big musicals and my background in music…it is a perfect fit! 
 
BLIND DATE (July 1 – 16): This play itself is an ‘event’ – it starts with everyone mingling at the bar 
and ends with us really getting to know a fellow audience member. This completely improvised 
show is hilarious and daring, making it a very attractive piece of theatre for all ages! 
 
DON’T DRESS FOR DINNER (July 24 – August 22): Our 2012 production of Boeing Boeing was such a 
big hit with audiences that I knew I had to read the sequel – and I was not disappointed! This 
script had me laughing out loud as I followed the twists and turns in this classic French farce. 
 
BED AND BREAKFAST (August 14 – September 13): I’m so thrilled that for the first time, a play 
developed in our Playwrights’ Unit will be produced at the Playhouse. Mark Crawford’s new play 
tells the story of people in a community not unlike Gananoque, and it does so in a captivating 
manner. Two actors play over 30 characters with only small shifts to posture and voice, calling on 
both the incredible skills of the performers and the fantastic imagination of our audiences. This is 
exactly the kind of work we want to be producing at the Playhouse! 
 
TUESDAYS WITH MORRIE (August 28 – September 19): This is a beautiful and touching play that 
explores love, friendship, holding on and letting go. It is a very sophisticated and delicate piece 
about “the lessons of how to live.” I’ve been so lucky in my life to find incredible mentors, and my 
favourite part of this play is how it celebrated this unique relationship – one full of love, caring, 
exploration and learning. 
 
DEAR JOHNNY DEERE (September 25 – October 18: Besides the tunes and wonderfully drawn 
characters, the other aspect of this play that I love so much is how theatrical it is. One of the 
actors acts as narrator, breaking down the fourth wall and speaking directly to the audience. I also 
love that when the characters can’t express themselves in words, the actors grab a guitar and use 
music to express how they feel. 
 


