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RBC SUPPORTS LOCAL YOUNG ARTISTS 
PLAYHOUSE YOUNG COMPANY RECEIVES RBC EMERGING ARTIST PROJECT GRANT 

  
GANANOQUE, ON – On Saturday, June 29, four young theatre artists gathered in front of a sold-out crowd 

at the opening night of Boeing Boeing to accept a $5000 RBC Emerging Artist Project Grant. These artists 

(Lauren Albin, Alex Oliver, Jacqueline Peter & Kelly Speagle) are known by children across Eastern Ontario 

as the Thousand Islands Playhouse Young Company. 

 
Each year the Thousand Islands Playhouse hires four emerging theatre artists to comprise the Young 

Company (supported by the Town of Gananoque, the Gurney Family, Canada Summer Jobs and RBC). 

Alongside professional artistic staff at the Playhouse the troupe rehearses a children’s show which then 

tours to schools throughout Eastern Ontario. This year, the Young Company had a very successful run of 

Peg and the Yeti, (based on the best-selling book by Kenneth Oppel) which brought imaginative live 

theatre to over 50 schools and libraries as well as local parks in Gananoque. 

 
New this year, and thanks to the generous donation from RBC, the Playhouse was able to introduce an 

intensive training program for the Young Company. Along with the experience of performing in schools, 

they also got a chance to train and hone specific skills in a variety of theatrical disciplines. Their training 

included classes in dance, singing, acting, yoga, improvisation, script analysis, playwriting, and vocal 

masque as well as mentorships with professional theatre artists. The classes, taught by industry 

professionals, culminated with a Cabaret Night showcasing the Young Company’s original work and talents.  

 
Young Company member Alex Oliver speaks of having “great epiphanies on the art of theatre that I can 

carry with me for the rest of my life.” Young Company Director Charlotte Gowdy notes “It has been 

incredibly rewarding to watch these four young artists learn and grow throughout this process. They have 

been training very hard and their commitment and discipline is paying off. I look forward to watching their 

careers take-off!”  

 

# # # 

 
Since 1982, the Thousand Islands Playhouse has been producing live, professional theatre with talent 

drawn from across Canada. With two fully accessible venues housed in historic buildings and a panoramic 

waterfront view of the St. Lawrence River, the Playhouse has been named, “The most charming theatre in 

Canada.” (CBC Radio) 

 

For more information or to schedule an interview, please contact Debbie Bennett, Marketing Manager at 

debbie@1000islandsplayhouse.com or 613-382-7086 ext. 23 

 
The Thousand Islands Playhouse thanks the 2013 Founding Sponsor- CIBC Wood Gundy; Major Supporters- Homestead 

Land Holdings, The Davies Foundation; Print Sponsor- Henderson Printing; Media Sponsors-The Kingston Whig Standard, 

CKWS FM, CKWS TV; Studio ‘S’ Sponsor- Empire Life.  


